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DISABILITY SERVICES — FUNDING 
1. Hon PETER COLLIER to the Minister for Disability Services: 
I refer to the release of the 2019 Report on Government Services, which highlights that in 2017–18 total 
government expenditure on specialist disability services provided under the National Disability Agreement in WA 
was $840 million—a real decrease of 10.6 per cent from 2016–17. 
(1) Footnote (d) of table 15A.3 states — 

In 2017–18, a reduction in total expenditure on services reflects the bilateral agreement to 
transfer individuals from the WA Government run NDIS to the Commonwealth run scheme. 

Can the minister confirm that this is correct and that there has been a $100 million reduction in 
funding for disability services as a direct result of the McGowan government’s decision to join the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme? 

(2) Can the minister confirm that between 2016–17 and 2017–18 funding for accommodation support fell 
from $521 million to $418 million, community support fell from $147 million to $142 million and 
community access fell from $148 million to $125 million? Will the minister table a list of all service 
providers that have had a reduction or cessation in funding; and, if not, why not? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for some notice of the question. 
(1) Services funded through the National Disability Insurance Scheme are not reported through the Report on 

Government Services. The NDIS transition administration transferred to the National Disability Insurance 
Agency in December 2017 and hence 2017–18 is the first year that the NDIS data is separated from 
National Disability Agreement data, resulting in a decrease in NDA results and no prior year 
comparatives. There has been no reduction in WA government funding for disability services; the total 
annual expense has increased from $933.42 million in 2016–17 to $1.029 billion in 2017–18. 

(2) Although the overall expenditure on disability services in WA is increasing as a result of the NDIS, less 
funding is flowing proportionally through the state; that is, the state’s contribution is shifting from payments 
to service providers to payments to the National Disability Insurance Agency. Between 2016–17 and 2017–18 
overall funding for accommodation support, community support and community access has actually increased. 
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